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“We  had  been  massively  lied  to” 


1  Daniel  Ellsberg  released  the  Pentagon  Papers,  secret  government  documents 

I  X  showing  that  the  American  people  had  been  deceived  about  U.S.  involvement 
in  Vietnam.  That  was  when  Richard  Nixon  created  an  extra-legal,  clandestine  force  to 
retaliate,  and  to  stop  leaks:  the  White  House  Plumbers  (more  officially,  the  White  House 
Special  Investigations  Unit).  Before  they  broke  into  the  Watergate  Hotel,  the  Plumbers 
broke  into  Ellsberg’s  psychoanalyst’s  office  in  search  of  information  to  use  against  him.  But 
the  president's  henchmen  tried  more  than  burglary  against  Ellsberg. 

The  fact  is  that  in  Vietnam  we  were  forcing  a  war  on  a  nation 
that  overwhelmingly  would  have  preferred  peace  under  either  competing  regime. 
There’s  really  nothing  worse  you  could  do  to  a  people  than  to  fight  a  war  in 
their  country  to  which  they  do  not  assent.  And  being  in  Vietnam  was  enough  to 
teach  me,  as  it  did  nearly  everyone  who  went  there,  that  we  had  been  massively 
lied  to.  The  reason  for  my  being  willing  to  tell  the  American  people  what  I  knew 
was  above  all  to  avert  further  escalation  in  the  war.  I  was  prosecuted  for  that,  but 
that  didn’t  mean  the  government  expected  to  win.  And  that’s  why,  in  large  part, 
they  had  to  go  after  me  with  the  White  House  Plumbers.  Why  did  the  Plumbers 
go  into  my  psychoanalyst’s  office?  The  real  reason  for  the  break-in  was  to  get 
information  that  they  could  use  to  blackmail  me.  They  didn’t  get  what  they 
wanted,  so  they  tried  other  things.  G.  Gordon  Liddy,  one  of  the  Plumbers, 
made  a  very  interesting  revelation.  He  had  proposed,  and  eventually  it  had 
been  agreed,  that  there  should  be  LSD  put  in  my  soup  at  a  reception  at  which 
I  was  speaking.  Liddy  said  the  OK  came  from  on  high,  which  could  only  mean 
either  the  special  counsel  to  the  president,  Charles  Colson,  or  the  president 
himself.  However,  it  was  too  late  to  recruit  the  waiters  for  this  purpose,  and 
they  weren’t  able  to  carry  it  through.  There  was  also  discussion  of  killing  me 
among  the  Plumbers  and  their  people,  who  were  CIA  people,  and  were  used  to 
this.  On  May  3,  1972,  I  was  speaking  on  the  steps  of  the  Capitol.  Mexican 
laundered  money,  which  was  later  used  for  Watergate,  was  first  used  to  bring  up 
eleven  Cubans  from  Miami.  Their  orders  were  to  incapacitate  me  totally  at  this 
rally.  When  I  heard  that,  I  immediately  felt  sure  who  ordered  it  and  why.  And 
that  turned  out  to  be  the  case:  namely,  it  came  from  the  president,  probably  with 
advice  from  [National  Security  Advisor  Henry]  Kissinger  and  [Alexander] 
Haig  [deputy  assistant  to  the  president  for  national  security  affairs] . 
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e  Will  Be  Heard  presents  more  than 
profoundly  inspiring  first-person 
accounts  and  portraits  of  courageous 
individuals  who  have  stood  up  for  their 
constitutional  and  human  rights  in  the  face  • 
of  repression  by  the  American  government. 

“We  get  a  ^ense  of  the  stubbornness  of  the 

people  . . .  who  refuse  to  be  silenced,  who  have 

persisted  throughout  American  history,  right 

up  to  this  moment,  in  the  struggle  for  justice, 

and  who  have  thus  kept  democracy  alive.” 

From  the  foreword  By  Howard  Zinn  4' 

*  > 

“No  matter  how  varied  the  government’s 
reasons  for  targeting  them,  they  all  have  one 
thing  in  common— they  resisted.  Rather  than 
accepting  their  mistreatment  as  inevitable, . . . 
they  all  fought  back.  In  so  doing,  they  stood  up 
for  and  defended  the  very  principles  that  the 
Constitution,  at  its  best,  reflects.” 
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